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Prime minister urges
Malaysians to support
humanitarian missions and
avoid divisive political debate.
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Thumbs up
to bigger
allocations
for education

With RM66.2b set
aside for early
childhood learning,
vocational and
higher studies,
experts call for
better execution
and oversight.

Reporton’> page3

RM?15 mil to
boost
Second
Chance
Programme

Initiative aimed at
helping to free
individuals from
bankruptcies and
rebuild their lives.

Prime Minister cum Finance Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim, accompaniel
by Deputy Finance Minister Lim Hui Ying, shows the text of his Budget 2026
speech as he leaves the Finance Ministry in Putrajaya for Parliament yesterday!
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unveils

RM470b Budget

Expansionary spending plan for 2026, up from RM452 bil previously, designed to keep economy humming
while cleaning up governance and plugging leakages without squeezing taxpayers.
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Anwar unveils record
RM470 billion budget

2 Spending plan, up from RM452 billion previously, designed
to keep economy humming while cleaning up governance,
plugging leakages and reducing tax burden

WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT

((More bus services need to be
provided under the
transport allocation for
Klang Valley, particularly on
high-demand DRT routes.

DRT should remain a trial,
not a permanent solution.
Successful routes should be
upgraded to regular,
frequent bus services to
reduce long waiting times

and multiple drop-offs.))

Nur Syafiq Che Isa, 35

Malaysian Bar Council
Senior officer

((Stronger investment in
healthcare is needed,
including more doctors,
nurses and specialists.

Rural hospitals must be
upgraded with better
facilities and technology to
ensure quality care for all.
Increased funding is vital to
ensure equal access to
quality treatment

nationwide. )

Muhammad Syazwan Azmi, 35
Property valuer

(Che government’s education
allocation should be used to
strengthen the system by
making English compulsory
and improving proficiency
while still valuing our
national language.

Stronger English skills will
also boost learning in
subjects like Science and

Mathematics. ))

Tunku Dara Tunku Tan Sri
Naquiah Tuanku Ja'afar, 81
English Speaking Union
of Malaysia
Chairperson

(C After Budget 2026, the
government should consider a
wealth or inheritance tax to
generate fairer revenue.

The richest 10% control most
of Malaysia’s wealth,
highlighting deep inequality.

Rather than relying on indirect
taxes, taxing extreme wealth
could provide stronger support
for healthcare, education and

infrastructure. )

Ng Liven, 16
Student/activist

THESUN GRAPHICS BY HARITH KAMAL

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia is cracking
open its wallet again - RM470 billion to
be exact - as the government doubles
down on reform, resilience and a dash of
fiscal daring under Budget 2026.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim said the expansionary spending
plan, up from RM452 billion last year, is
designed to keep the economy humming
while cleaning up governance, plugging
leakages and avoiding the dreaded “T”
word - taxes.

Instead of squeezing taxpayers,
Putrajaya is consolidating national
resources through GLICs, statutory
bodies and GLCs while staying faithful to
the Fiscal Responsibility Act (FRA).

The allocation includes RM338.2
billion for operating expenditure, RM81
billion for development, RM30 billion
in GLIC investments, RM10 billion
for public-private partnerships and
RM10.8 billion for statutory bodies
and GLCs.

Anwar said Malaysia’s GDP grew by a
sturdy 4.4% in the first half of 2025
despite global headwinds. The revised
GDP projection for 2025 stands at 4.0%-
4.8%, while growth in 2026 is expected
to be between 4.0% and 4.5%.

In tabling the Budget, themed
“Driving the Madani Economy:
Empowering the People’, Anwar said the
government would stick with smarter
spending rather than higher taxes.

“This approach has allowed us to
enforce anti-corruption measures, curb

smuggling and dismantle cartel
networks without burdening the
people.”

This is Anwar’s fourth Madani Budget
and the first under the 13th Malaysia
Plan (13MP), setting the tone for the
next five years of development.
© Targeted subsidies save RM15.5 billion
annually

The government’s targeted subsidy plan
is expected to save RM15.5 billion a year,
ensuring that public funds reach those who
need them most.
© Persons with disabilities

Nearly RM1.4 billion will be allocated to
support persons with disabilities (PwD),
including chronically bedridden
individuals, unemployable PwD and
allowances for PwD employers.
© Expanding autism service centres
nationwide

Centres established in Peninsular
Malaysia this year will expand operations to
Labuan, Sabah and Sarawak.
© Childcare

Tax relief of RM3,000 for childcare or
preschool fees for children up to six years
old will be extended to registered daycare
and transit care centres for children up to
age 12.
© Higher tax relief for disability-related
care

Tax relief for screening, early
intervention and rehabilitation for children
with disabilities under 18 will be increased
from RM6,000 to RM10,000.
© Senior citizens support
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Welfare allocations for senior citizens
will be increased to RM1.26 billion,
benefiting 180,000 elderly individuals
through allowances, socio-economic aid
and activity centres.
© Free PTPTN education for B40
students

From 2026, B40 students will enjoy free
education under PTPTN, supported by
RM18.6 billion for universities and
scholarships.
© Mobile courts to handle labour and
child cases

Mobile court services will be expanded
to include Mobile Labour Courts and
Mobile Children’s Courts with child-
friendly witness rooms and specially
equipped vehicles - ensuring justice
remains accessible to all.
© Improving mobility and accessibility

The government will provide 100 special
mobility vans, each fitted with a wheelchair
lift and space for three users.
© Expanding Madani mobile services for
rural access

Over RM110 million allocated to fund
Madani Mobile Services to deliver
government assistance directly to rural and
remote communities.
© Empowering Orang Asli communities

RM412 million allocated to empower
Orang Asli communities in line with the
“Leave  No One Behind” principle.
Amendments to the Orang Asli Act 1954
will also be tabled to strengthen land and
welfare rights.
© Broader reach for Sabah and Sarawak
mobile units

Mobile Community Services will
expand to 19 new areas in Sabah and
Sarawak to improve rural outreach.
© More mobile banks to serve remote
populations

Bank Simpanan Nasional will introduce
four new mobile bank units, bringing the
total to 20, serving over one million
Sumbangan Tunai Rahmah recipients in
remote areas.
© Strengthen enforcement agencies

Over RM700 million will be allocated to
enhance enforcement agencies through
training and new assets, curbing systemic
leakages.
© RMI15.5 billion recovered under
Madani governance drive

Good governance is paying off.
Enforcement agencies have recovered
nearly RM15.5 billion in seized assets and
penalties since the launch of the Madani
framework.
© Digital tax stamp and e-Invoice rollout
in 2026

A digital tax stamp with enhanced
security features will be introduced to
prevent forgery and leakages, supported by
a centralised CCTV system at entry points.
© Expanding MyDigital ID to 15 million
users

The MyDigital ID initiative will be
expanded to 15 million users by the end of
2025, covering finance, telecoms,
e-commerce and healthcare.
© Tighter rules on duty-free vehicle
exemptions

ON FACEBOOK

To curb abuse, vehicles enjoying duty
exemptions in Langkawi and Labuan will be
limited to cars worth below RM300,000
from Jan 1, 2026.
© Boosting tourism and domestic travel

To spark domestic tourism ahead of Visit
Malaysia Year 2026, Malaysians will enjoy
income tax relief of up to RM1,000 for local
travel. The campaign targets 47 million
visitors and RM329 billion in receipts.
© Tax deductions for anti-corruption
efforts

Anti-corruption programmes
recognised by the MACC will qualify as
national interest projects, with donors
eligible for income tax deductions.
© Technical and Vocational Education
and Training (TVET)

TVET funding will rise to RM7.9 billion
in 2026, up from RM7.5 billion, to expand
talent in high-growth industries. The
National TVET Council will get RM45
million to introduce Al and digital training
for 10,000 fahfiz and pondok students, while
TVET institutions under the Education
Ministry will train 79,000 students with
RM1.3 billion.
© Training opportunities

HRD Corp will provide three million
training opportunities worth RM3 billion,
focused on high-tech, digital and energy
transition sectors.

Perbadanan Tabung Pembangunan
Kemahiran will channel RM650 million to
support 25,000 trainees in key industries
like Al, electric vehicles and
semiconductors.
© Preparing locals for skilled jobs

RM34 million allocated through the In-
Industry Academy programme will prepare
locals for skilled jobs and reduce reliance on
low-skilled foreign workers.

GiatMara will train over 13,000
individuals from targeted groups including
gig workers, while community colleges will
continue lifelong learning programmes for
PWD, the elderly, single mothers and
Orang Asli.
© Empower
employability

RM682 million has been earmarked to
empower youth, enhance employability
and promote entrepreneurship.
© New definition for youth age group

From next year, “youth” will cover those
aged 15 to 30, ensuring more focused
national participation.
© Reviving national
enhancing training

The revived National Service Training
Programme gets RM250 million to instil
patriotism and volunteerism, with a pilot at
tertiary level before full rollout in 2027.
© Enhance graduate employability

Khazanah Nasional Bhd will allocate
RM200 million for the K-Youth Programme,
offering on-the-job training to 11,000
non-degree youths in strategic sectors such
as semiconductors, Maintenance, Repair
and Overhaul, digital and technology.

Mara’s Industrial Boot Camp, which has
trained nearly 5,000 youths with guaranteed
jobs to continue with RM30 million.
© Rakan Muda and rural youth
development

The revitalised Rakan Muda programme
shifts from leisure to character-building,
steering youth away from destructive
behaviour. RM40 million will ensure
outreach to remote and marginalised
communities.
© Encouraging youth entrepreneurship

To boost youth entrepreneurship, BSN
will provide RM150 million in financing for
entrepreneurs aged 30 and below, while
SME Corp’s TUBE programme gets RM12
million for training and business support.

The bottom line

Budget 2026 shows Malaysia is not
cutting corners or cornershop subsidies just
yet. It is a high-spending, reform-driven
plan that mixes idealism with pragmatism,
proving that good governance and growth
can share the same wallet.

youth and boost

service and
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Stronger and more inclusive

Digital drive
at heart of

growth strategy Ed ucatiOn

PETALING JAYA: Budget 2026 puts digital
transformation firmly at the heart of
Malaysia’s growth strategy — a move that has
drawn cautious optimism from the tech
sector.

National Tech Association of Malaysia
(Pikom) chairman Alex Liew said the Budget
underscores Malaysia’s ambition to advance
its digital economy, but policy coherence
and SME adoption remain weak links.

“Budget 2026 shows strong intent and
investment in digital growth, but execution
and inclusivity must now take centre stage.
Malaysia must turn ambition into
measurable impact, ensuring businesses,
people and policies move together into the
artificial intelligence (Al) era,” he told theSun.

Pikom welcomed major allocations,
including RM5.9 billion for research and
innovation, RM20 million for the National Al
Office and RM2 billion to develop a
Sovereign Al Cloud, along with RM53 million
for the Digital Acceleration Grant to boost Al,
blockchain and quantum technology
adoption.

The association also lauded the
RM1 billion in financing and grants for SME
automation and a new 50% tax deduction
for SMEs investing in Al and cybersecurity
training — a measure it said directly answers
its long-standing call for stronger cyber-
readiness incentives.

Pikom further noted HRD Corp’s
RM3 billion allocation for three million
digital and high-tech training opportunities,
in line with its proposal to accelerate
reskilling.

However, Liew cautioned that turning
allocations into real outcomes remains
Malaysia's biggest challenge.

“Cybersecurity development requires an
ecosystem-wide approach, not just training
incentives. SME digital adoption also
remains uneven, particularly among micro
and rural enterprises that need stronger
outreach and advisory support. Overlapping
mandates between ministries and agencies
risk diluting programme effectiveness and
slowing execution.

“To ensure coherence, we again call for
the establishment of a National Digital
Council - one that aligns strategies,
integrates ESG (environmental, social and
governance) principles and strengthens
procurement so local start-ups and system
integrators can play a bigger role in national
digitalisation.”

Meanwhile, Universiti Malaysia Kelantan
Institute for Artificial Intelligence and Big
Data director Dr Muhammad Akmal Remli
said Budget 2026 “demonstrates a strong
and genuine commitment to position
Malaysia as a serious player in Al".

“This is not symbolic, it's backed by
careful planning and research. But Al must
be for everyone.

“The benefits should reach SMEs, the
public sector and rural communities. To
become an Al nation by 2030, Malaysia must
focus on long-term execution, sustained

TOTAL BUDGET

RM470 BILLION

EDUCATION - RM66.2 BILLION

HEALTH - RM46.5 BILLION

DEFENCE AND HOME - RM43 BILLION

Defence Ministry allocated

RM21.7 billion

while Home Ministry to receive

RM21.2 billion.

BORNEO PROJECTS - RM48 BILLION

Allocation for road projects includes
Pan Borneo Highway,
Sarawak-Sabah Link Road phases1and 2
and Trans Borneo Highway.

HIGHER EDUCATION - RM18.6 BILLION

I
.
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talent investment and a culture of

innovation that evolves with technology.”’

22 million to get RM100 Sara aid before festive season next year

PETALING JAYA: A total of 22 million
Malaysians aged 18 and above will
receive RM100 in Sumbangan Asas
Rahmah (Sara) assistance in mid-
February to help with preparations
for Ramadan and Chinese New Year,
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim announced yesterday.

He said all nine million

Sumbangan Tunai Rahmah (STR)
recipients will continue receiving
Sara aid of up to RM100 a month or
RM1,200 annually, under Budget
2026.

“One million STR recipients under
the eKasih category will receive up
to RM200 per month, or RM2,400
annually, while single individuals will

MADANI

THESUN GRAPHICS BY HARITH KAMAL

Over RM400 million towards upgrading
infrastructure and replacing outdated
equipment in universities, polytechnics
and community colleges.

theSun
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receive RM600 a year, equivalent to
RM50 monthly,” he said, adding that
the maximum household assistance
will  amount to RM4,600 -
comprising RM2,200 from STR and
RM2,400 from Sara - for families
earning below RM2,500 monthly
with five children.

“This will be disbursed in mid-

system

> WithRM66.2b set aside for early childhood
learning, vocational and higher studies,
experts call for better execution and oversight

PETALING JAYA: Budget 2026
continues to prioritise education,
focusing on underdeveloped
schools, early childhood nutrition
and infrastructure expansion,
while introducing new measures
to strengthen parent-teacher
engagement and support technical

and higher education for
disadvantaged students.
Malaysian  Association  for

Education president Datuk Dr
Mohd Majid Konting welcomed
the substantial allocations for
education, describing them as a
strong start under the 13MP,
particularly in supporting early
childhood education and the B40
group to ensure no child is left
behind.

“However, the success of these
initiatives hinges on effective
implementation,” he said, pointing
to recurring issues in project
management and accountability
highlighted in the Public Accounts
Committee report.

“I just hope the implementation
will be carried out effectively and
efficiently to achieve maximum
return on investment,” he told
theSun.

Mohd Majid added that Budget
2026 is likely the first to recognise
artificial intelligence (AI) as an
emerging education challenge.

“Strategically, the government
has listed several Al-related
initiatives that I believe will spur
the development and application
of Al knowledge in our society,’
he said.

Meanwhile, Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia education
expert Dr Anuar Ahmad said
Budget 2026 largely follows the
framework of previous budgets,
maintaining focus on
underdeveloped schools, teacher
needs and infrastructure for
disadvantaged areas.

“While the current allocation
will enable gradual progress,
additional funding is needed to
fully address long-standing gaps in
underdeveloped schools”

Anuar noted that the
supplementary feeding programme
remains largely unchanged, with
RM870 million allocated to support

around 870,000 children.

He emphasised that

February to help with preparations
for Ramadan and Chinese New Year."

Anwar said the Sara appreciation
aid, distributed on Aug 31, had seen
more than 70% utilised. Any
unspent balance by December, he
said, would be redirected to
programmes for low-income groups.

The total allocation for STR and
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malnutrition affects one in five
primary schoolchildren,
underscoring the need to expand
the programme to reach more
families from the B40 and lower
M40 groups.

“Increasing this allocation would
ensure children have access to
proper nutrition, as low-income
parents often prioritise rent,
transport or other essentials over
balanced meals.

“Countries like Japan, South
Korea and those in Scandinavia
provide school meals because it is
crucial not just for learning but for
growth and development”

Anuar also welcomed the
government’s move to build 35 new
special education blocks at a cost of
RM700 million, describing it as a
clear sign of commitment to
improving school infrastructure.

He said the RM800 million back-
to-school assistance remains in
place, with a new approach to
encourage stronger parent-teacher
engagement in monitoring student
progress.

“The TVET sector also saw an
increase in allocation to RM7.9
billion, signalling continued
support for technical and
vocational education as a viable
pathway for students.

“Overall, the budget positions
education as a key mechanism for
national  development  while
highlighting areas that still require
attention, particularly nutrition
programmes and initiatives for
underdeveloped schools,” he said.

Yesterday, Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim announced that
the education sector’s allocation
under Budget 2026 has been raised
to RM66.2 billion, up from the
RM64.2 billion in 2025.

Of the RM18.6 billion allocated
to the Higher Education Ministry,
more than RM400 million will go
towards refurbishing infrastructure
and replacing outdated equipment
in public universities, polytechnics
and community colleges.

Sara next year stands at RM15 billion,
made possible through savings from
targeted subsidy rationalisation,
including diesel and RON95.

“To further ease living costs, RM1
billion will be allocated next year,
including RM600 million to expand
the Payung Rahmah programme to
all state constituencies nationwide.”
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Stepping up efforts to give
citizens a fresh start

PETALING JAYA: From
bankruptcies to broken beginnings,
the government is stepping up
efforts to give Malaysians a fresh
start.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim announced an allocation of
RM15 million to strengthen the
Second Chance Programme under
the Madani initiative, aimed at
helping individuals rebuild their
lives.

He said since March 2023,
200,000 people have been freed from
bankruptcy.

“The government will ensure
every citizen is given a second
chance to build a better life,” he said.

To further this mission, the fast-
track Second Chance Policy has
been introduced to assist single
parents, micro-entrepreneurs
affected by crises, scam victims and
individuals impacted by abandoned
projects.

RM1.4b to
strengthen
rice industry

PETALING JAYA: The government has
allocated RM1.4 billion under Budget
2026 to strengthen Malaysia’s rice
industry through four key initiatives,
said Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

The allocation will fund the next
phase of the Tertiary Irrigation System,
the Jeniang Water Transfer Project, the
rehabilitation of problematic padi
fields and the provision of foliar
fertiliser for padi farmers.

Anwar said the new phase of the
Tertiary Irrigation System is scheduled
for completion in stages by the
second quarter of 2030.

“The Jeniang Water Transfer Project
will begin next year at an estimated
cost of RM1.28 billion. It involves the
construction of a new river to support
irrigation for the five seasons in two
years padi planting programme,” he
said when tabling Budget 2026 in
Parliament yesterday.

To revitalise low-yield padi lands,
RM100 million will be allocated for
rehabilitation and infrastructure
upgrades, including the introduction
of a modern padi field model.

) Govt allocates RM15m to assist individuals
such as single parents, former drug addicts
rebuild life under Second Chance initiative: PM

The policy streamlines support
processes through simpler, targeted
methods.

“The allocation will benefit 1,700
individuals, including former drug
addicts in rehabilitation centres.

“We will also provide start-up
incentives to 3,000 former female
prisoners without family support,
helping them generate income and
rebuild their lives,” Anwar said.

He also urged private companies
to join hands in supporting second-
chance initiatives to broaden their
reach and impact.

The prime
announced that

minister also
the hardcore

WITH KEEN INTEREST ... Malaysians watching live the tabling of Budget 2026 by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar

lbrahim in Parliment yesterday.
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poverty rate has dropped to a
historic low of 0.09%, equivalent to
about 7,000 households nationwide
- a sharp fall from 0.2% previously,
based on the 2022 Food Poverty Line
of RM1,198.

With the 2024 revision of the
Food Poverty Line to RM1,236, the
remaining hardcore poor are
expected to be fully lifted out of

- ADIB RAWI YAHYA/THESUN

poverty by year-end.

Highlighting the importance of
social enterprises in empowering
vulnerable communities, Anwar said
the government continues to back
initiatives that boost income
opportunities for those in need, in
line with the 13th Malaysia Plan’s
strategy to strengthen third-sector
resilience.

To further support these
enterprises, the government plans to
extend the income tax exemption
application period until 2028.

“In addition, RM120 million has
been allocated as matching grants
for foundations, GLIC and GLC
working with the government
to address urban  poverty,
homelessness and support former
shelter residents in achieving self-
reliance.

“These initiatives reflect our
commitment to ensure that no
citizen is left behind.”

Highest development allocation for Sabah, Sarawak

PETALING JAYA: Sabah and Sarawak
will receive the highest federal
development allocations under
Budget 2026, said Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

He said Sabah's development
allocation will rise to RM6.9 billion
from RM4.4 billion in 2022, while
Sarawak’s will increase to RM6 billion
from RM2.9 billion in the same year.

“In the spirit of the Malaysia
Agreement 1963 (MA63), the Madani
government is committed to
accelerating development in Sabah
and Sarawak. This is not merely a
pledge, but a concrete effort to bridge
the development gap, particularly in

basic infrastructure,” Anwar said when
tabling the Budget in Parliament
yesterday.

Beginning this year, the Special
Grant Rate for Sabah and Sarawak has
been doubled to RM600 million,
compared with the RM300 million in
2023.

Although the regulation of
electricity supply was fully handed
over to Sabah in January last year,
Anwar said the federal government
will continue to provide RM1.2 billion
to ensure continuous power supply.

Following  the  Penampang
landslide that disrupted electricity for
230,000 users on Sabah's east coast,

RM765 million has been allocated for
the Southern Link Transmission Line
Project to strengthen grid resilience.

Since 2024, the federal
government has also set aside RM1
billion for water projects in Sabah,
including new pipelines in Tawau and
upgrades of old pipes in Kota
Kinabalu, Penampang and Putatan, all
scheduled for completion next year.

He said nine packages of the Pan
Borneo Sarawak packages have been
completed and opened to the public,
while four packages under Pan
Borneo Sabah Phase 1A are also
finished.

For 2026, RM1.67 billion has been

allocated to continue the Pan Borneo
Sabah project as planned.

The Sarawak-Sabah Link Road
Phase 1 is expected to be completed
by November 2026, with Phase 2 on
track for mid-2029.

The Trans Borneo Highway project
will  further  strengthen land
connectivity between the two states,
with tenders expected to be issued as
early as the first quarter of 2026.

Additionally, RM350 million will be
spent to upgrade pavement
structures along the Red Line section
between Durin and Salim in Sibu,
Sarawak.

In total, all public infrastructure

JS-SEZ recorded
RM37.1b in
approved
iInvestments

PETALING JAYA: The Johor-
Singapore Special Economic Zone (JS-
SEZ) recorded RM37.1 billion in
approved investments in the first half
of 2025, representing 66% of Johor's
total investments and secured an
additional RM29 billion in new
investment commitments, said Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim.

He said the federal government’s
continuous efforts to develop the
JS-SEZ had strengthened investor
confidence in Johor as Malaysia’s
strategic southern gateway, paving
the way for deeper regional economic
collaboration.

“Malaysia is positioning itself as a
cross-border economic powerhouse
by leveraging its strategic location
and enhancing regional connectivity
through border development and
infrastructure integration,” he said
when tabling Budget 2026 in the
Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

Anwar, who is also Finance
minister, said the government is
equally committed to stimulating
growth along the northern border
through the Delapan Special Border
Economic Zone in Bukit Kayu Hitam,
Kedah, which has drawn up to RM2.7
billion in investments.

The area, he said, is emerging as a
modern growth hub connecting
supply chains and the Asean digital
ecosystem.

He added that Malaysia is
advancing the Asean Power Grid
initiative to connect cross-border

electricity networks and boost
regional energy trade.
“Tenaga Nasional Berhad and

Petronas are working with Asean
partners to accelerate the Vietnam-
Malaysia-Singapore project, which
will channel renewable energy from
southern Vietnam to Malaysia and
Singapore.”

Anwar said a 28km road from
Kalabakan in Sabah to Simanggaris,
Indonesia, will be constructed, while
the Pasir Mas-Rantau Panjang railway
track will be upgraded to enhance
connectivity.

He also confirmed that the Johor
Bahru-Singapore  Rapid  Transit
System Link is on track to be fully
operational by Jan 1, 2027, with the
capacity to ferry up to 10,000
passengers per hour during peak
periods.

Budget 2026 will be debated at the
policy stage for eight days, followed
by ministerial winding-up sessions
from Oct 29 to Nov 4.

projects in both states amount to
RM48 billion.

The Malaysian Communications
and Multimedia Commission will
develop the Madani Submarine Cable
System - a 3,190km, RM2 billion
network linking Johor, Sarawak and
Sabah.

Anwar said RM20 million has also
been allocated to expand sites and
trading spaces with basic facilities for
small traders at Tamu Desa in Sabah
and Sarawak, adding that he had met
with leaders from all states to
understand  their development
priorities, which were considered in
planning the 13th Malaysia Plan.
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TUAN YANG TERUTAMA YANG DI-PERTUA NEGERI SARAWAK
TUN PEHIN SRI DR. HAJI WAN JUNAIDI BIN TUANKU JAAFAR
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peace efforts for Palestine

PUTRAJAYA: Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim has urged all
parties not to question the
involvement of Malaysian activists
in humanitarian missions to assist
the people of Palestine, nor the visit
of US President Donald Trump in
conjunction with the Asean
Summit at the end of this month.

He said as the international
community focuses on finding a
peaceful resolution, Malaysians
should likewise root for the
success of these efforts instead of
fuelling unhealthy political debate.

“The entire world, including
Egypt, Qatar and Hamas, is focused
on ensuring the success of the
peace process.

“So, we in Malaysia should do
the same and pray for its success.

“Do not, for instance, oppose the
visit by Trump, because we are
appealing to all countries, including
Trump himself, to ensure that this
agreement is signed and
implemented,” he said after
performing Friday prayers at Surau
Fathurrahman PPAM Melinjau in
Precinct 11 yesterday.

He joined about 500

2 Prime minister calls on Malaysians to
support humanitarian missions
and avoid divisive political debate

worshippers in prayers led by Ustaz
Khairul Anuar Mohd Saruwan.

Anwar said if Hamas itself was
showing commitment towards
peace, it would be inappropriate for
any group in the country to create
division.

“So, if even Hamas wants peace,
why should we be the ones
provoking conflict?

“People are being killed, their
homeland occupied, and innocent
children and women continue to be
murdered. We must first put an end
to these atrocities,” he added.

He also expressed appreciation
to Malaysian volunteers
participating in the humanitarian
flotilla mission to Gaza, describing
their courage as a great act of
sacrifice.

“Not everyone is willing to risk
their lives to help the people of

Gaza. To those who do, we extend
our gratitude and prayers. This is
the spirit that should be upheld
among Muslims and all
Malaysians,” he said.

On the nine Malaysians who
joined the humanitarian mission
and were detained in Israel on Oct
8, Anwar said arrangements for
their return were being coordinated
with Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, Bernama reported.

“We are praying, God willing,
that they will arrive safely in
Istanbul,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Foreign Ministry
said in a statement that the
government was actively pursuing
efforts to secure the immediate and
unconditional release of the nine
Malaysian nationals and
participants of the Freedom Flotilla
Coalition (FFC) and Thousand

Madleens to Gaza (TMTG) mission.
It said efforts are also being
carried out through Malaysian
embassies in Amman and Ankara
as well as through international
legal teams to ensure consular
access to the detained Malaysians
and their swift, safe repatriation.

The ministry added that the
government is mobilising these
efforts in cooperation with friendly
countries, particularly Turkiye.

“All  nine Malaysians are
reported to be in good health. The
safety and welfare of all Malaysian
citizens remain the utmost priority
of the government,” the statement
read.

The FFC and
humanitarian mission involved
about 150 activists from 25
countries aboard nine ships,
including the Conscience and Umm
Saad, that were intercepted by
Israeli forces on Oct 8 when they
were less than 120 nautical miles
from Gaza at 10.50am Malaysian
time.

The activists were reportedly
detained at Ketziot Prison in Negev,
Israel.

TMTG

Labour market stable unemployment rate at 3%

PUTRAJAYA: The labour market
remained stable and resilient in
August, supported by sustained
economic growth and stronger
labour participation, with the
unemployment rate holding at 3%
and the number of unemployed
declining to 520,000, according to
the figures from the Statistics
Department.

Chief Statistician Datuk Seri Dr
Mohd Uzir Mahidin said the
continued  strong  economic
performance of the country had
driven labour market stability,
reflected in the steady rise in
employment and a reduction in
unemployment.

“The labour force further
strengthened during the month,
rising by 0.2% month-on-month to
17.51 million individuals (July 2025:
17.47 million), while the labour
force participation rate edged up
by 0.1 percentage points to 70.9%
(July: 70.8%), signalling higher
participation in the market,” he said
in a statement yesterday.

Mohd Uzir added that the
number of employed individuals
increased by 0.2% to 16.99 million
(July: 16.95 million), while the
number of unemployed declined
by 0.3% to 520,000, reversing the
previous month’s slight increase
(July: 521,600), keeping the
unemployment rate steady at 3%.

Of the total employed, 74.9%
were categorised as employees, up
0.2% to 12.73 million (July: 12.71
million), while the number of own-
account workers edged up by 0.5%
to 3.22 million (July: 3.21 million).

Across sectors, employment in
services continued to record strong
growth, particularly in wholesale

Mohd Uzir said the continued strong economic performance of the country had driven labour market stability, reflected in

the steady rise in employment and a reduction in unemployment. - MASRY CHE ANI/THESUN

and retail trade, information and
communication, and
accommodation and food services.

Employment in manufacturing,
construction, mining and
quarrying and agriculture also
posted gains.

“Malaysia’s labour market is
expected to remain resilient in the
coming months, supported by
stable economic growth, rising
labour demand and the recovery of
key sectors such as services and
manufacturing.

“Overall, the labour market is on
a strong trajectory and s
anticipated to achieve its best
performance in over a decade,
provided the current positive
momentum continues,” he added.
- Bernama
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Govt advocates
full execution of
Asean plan on
Myanmar

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has
underscored the need for the full and
meaningful implementation of the
Asean Five-Point Consensus on
Myanmar, particularly the cessation of
violence, scaling up of humanitarian
aid and the pursuit of inclusive
dialogue with all stakeholders in the
country.

Foreign Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamad Hasan said this was
conveyed during his courtesy call on
Myanmar’s Prime Minister and Union
Minister of National Planning of State
Security and Peace Commission U Nyo
Saw in Naypyitaw.

“The upcoming elections in
Myanmar were also discussed,” he said
in a Facebook post on Friday.

Mohamad added that the working
visit was undertaken following the
decision of the 58th Asean Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in July and carried
out in his capacity as Asean Chair.

He departed for Myanmar on
Thursday to hold discussions with his
counterpart and the country’s top
leadership.

Myanmar has been mired in a
protracted political and humanitarian
crisis since the military ousted the
democratically elected National Unity
Government on Feb 1, 2021.

In April that year, Asean leaders
held an emergency meeting and
adopted the five-point consensus,
which called for, among others, an
immediate cessation of violence,
constructive dialogue with all
stakeholders to restore peace and
stability, and the delivery of
humanitarian aid to the people of
Myanmar. - Bernama

M’sia aims to be
Asean cultural
and creative hub

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia is determined
to strengthen its role as a leading
cultural and artistic hub in Asean,
using art and creative exchange to
deepen regional ties and drive socio-
economic growth, said the prime
minister’s wife Datuk Seri Dr Wan
Azizah Wan Ismail.

She added that art and culture
were not only reflections of national
identity but also powerful diplomatic
tools that build bridges and foster
regional cooperation.

Speaking at the Asean-China Art
Exchange Exhibition yesterday, Wan
Azizah added that cultural exchanges
held alongside the Asean Summit play
a key role in strengthening Southeast
Asia-China ties.

“Chairing Asean is our opportunity
to steer Southeast Asia towards
stability, dynamic growth and rich
cultural exchange,’ she said.

“Let us unite, in our businesses, our
communities and our cultural
institutions, to make Malaysia’s
leadership a success for the entire
region.”

She added that artistic exchanges
could serve as catalysts for
international relations and bolster
tourism. - Bernama
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Govt acts to stem influenza spread

¢ Circular issued to schools and educational
institutions on guidelines to manage outbreaks,

curb infections

[ BY THESUN TEAM
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PUTRAJAYA: The Education Ministry
has issued an assurance that
comprehensive preventive and
control measures are being enforced
at all schools and educational
institutions to contain the spread of
influenza-like illnesses following a
surge in reported cases nationwide.
Education Director-General Dr
Mohd Azam Ahmad said the ministry
has issued a detailed -circular
outlining guidelines for schools to
manage outbreaks effectively and

systematically.
“The circular provides
administrators with a clear

framework to handle cases in an
organised and effective manner,” he
said in a statement yesterday, adding
that a reminder notice was
distributed to all institutions through
state education departments and
district education offices on Oct 6.
Mohd Azam said the measures
include advising individuals showing

symptoms to seek immediate
medical attention and isolating
symptomatic hostel students in a sick
bay while awaiting their parents or
guardians to take them home.

He said students exhibiting flu-
like symptoms are encouraged to rest
at home or remain in their hostels,
and avoid crowded areas to prevent
infections.

“Members of the school
community are also urged to wear
face masks when interacting with
others or in public places,” he said,
adding that schools have been told to
intensify awareness programmes on
hygiene and educate parents on their
role in curbing the spread of the virus.

He stressed that maintaining
cleanliness and vigilance is crucial,
particularly in communal settings
such as hostels, canteens and
classrooms.

He added that the ministry was
working closely with the Health
Ministry Disease Control Division to
monitor developments and ensure
the health and wellbeing of students,
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The Health Ministry on Thursday reported 97 clusters of influenza A and B infections, with the majority originating from
educational institutions. - MASRY CHE ANI/THESUN

teachers and the wider education
community.

The Health Ministry on
Thursday reported 97 clusters of
influenza A and B infections during

Epidemiological Week 40/2025, a
sharp rise from 14 clusters the
previous week, with the majority
originating  from  educational
institutions.

The increase has prompted
authorities to heighten surveillance
and remind the public to seek early
treatment, maintain good hygiene
and stay home when unwell.

Police quiz
mother over
death of toddler

KUCHING: Police have recorded a
statement from the mother of a
three-year-old girl who was
allegedly fatally abused at
Kampung Rampangi in Santubong
on Tuesday.

Sarawak police commissioner
Datuk Mohamad Zainal Abdullah
said the 37-year-old woman has
not been detained, as the
investigation is ongoing.

“We have only recorded the
mother’s statement to assist with
the investigation, and there is no
need to detain her at this point,
he said after the Sarawak
Police Commissioner’s monthly
assembly at the Sarawak
Contingent Police Headquarters
yesterday.

He added that police are
probing the relationship between
the woman and a 32-year-old male
suspect, who has been remanded
to assist with the investigation.

“We  believe they are
acquainted, but the exact nature
of their relationship is still under
investigation. They could be just
friends or possibly in a romantic
relationship.

“We will let you know, but they
are certainly not married”

Mohamad Zainal said the man
was arrested within 24 hours of the
incident, and a urine test
confirmed he was positive for
drug abuse.

He said a post-mortem on the
victim has been conducted,
adding that the case would be
investigated thoroughly.

Checks revealed that the
suspect has six criminal records
related to drugs. — Bernama

Date set for appeal against acquittal of Syed Saddiq

KUALA LUMPUR: The Federal Court
yesterday set Dec 11 and 12 to hear
the prosecution appeal against the
acquittal of Muar MP Syed Saddiq
Syed Abdul Rahman from charges of
criminal breach of trust,
misappropriation of property and
money laundering involving
Angkatan Bersatu Anak Muda
(Armada) funds.

DPP Datuk Wan Shaharuddin Wan
Ladin said both dates were set by

deputy registrars Wan Fatimah
Zaharah Wan Yussof and Mahyun
Yusof during online case

management proceedings yesterday.
“The relevant parties need to file
their submissions before Nov 26 and

the court also set Nov 27 for case
management,” said Wan Shaharuddin
when contacted.

The proceedings were also
attended by lawyer Datuk Hisyam Teh
Poh Teik, representing Syed Saddiq.

On June 25, a three-judge panel of
the Court of Appeal comprising
justices Datuk Ahmad Zaidi lbrahim,
Datuk Azman Abdullah and Datuk
Noorin Badaruddin acquitted and
discharged Syed Saddiq after allowing
his appeal to set aside his conviction
and sentence of seven years'
imprisonment, two strokes of the
cane and a fine of RM10 million
imposed by the Kuala Lumpur High
Court on Nov 9, 2023.

On June 26, the Attorney General’s
Chambers filed an appeal in the
Federal Court against the decision
and the prosecution filed an appeal
petition on Sept 22.

Syed Saddiq, 32, was charged with
abetting with former assistant
treasurer of Armada, Rafig Hakim
Razali, in committing criminal breach
of trust of RM1 million of Armada
funds at CIMB Bank Berhad, KL Sentral
on March 6, 2020 under Section 406 of
the Penal Code, which carries a
maximum sentence of 10 years’
imprisonment, caning and a fine.

He was also charged with
misappropriating RM120,000
belonging to Armada Bumi Bersatu

Enterprise under Section 403 of the
Penal Code, which carries a jail
sentence of between six months and
five years, whipping and a fine.

In addition, the former Youth and
Sports minister was also accused of
committing two money laundering
transactions by transferring RM50,000
each to his Amanah Saham
Bumiputera account.

The charge was framed under
Section 4(1)(b) of the Prevention of
Money Laundering, Anti-Terrorism
Financing and Proceeds of Unlawful
Activities Act 2001, which provides a
maximum jail sentence of 15 years
and a fine of five times the value
involved. - Bernama

9,500 cops to be deployed for Sabah

KUALA LUMPUR: Police will be
deploying some 9,500 personnel to
ensure smooth conduct of the Sabah
election.

Inspector-General of Police Datuk
Seri Mohd Khalid Ismail said the
deployment will cover all 73 state
assembly seats to be contested.

“(We are) tasked with securing
over 3,500 polling stations and
ensuring the safety of voters
throughout the election process,” he
said after attending the Passing-Out-

Parade of the Probationary Inspector
Basic Police Training at the Police

Training Centre yesterday.
The event featured 345
probationary  inspectors  who

completed nine months of basic
police training.

Mohd Khalid said police are still
awaiting the official announcement
from the Election Commission on the
date of the polls.

He added that the vast area and
challenging terrain in Sabah

polls

necessitate special logistical
arrangements, including the use of

helicopters for personnel
mobilisation.

“Officer deployment is critical, and
Bukit Aman will provide the

necessary support. To date, Sabah
police have requested an additional
1,000 to 1,500 personnel for
mobilisation.”

On Budget 2026, he expressed
gratitude to the government for its
commitment to the welfare of the

public, including members of
security forces.

“The police force, as public
servants, receives a range of benefits,
particularly improvements in salary
scales, technology, logistics, housing
and other operational requirements.

“We hope the government would
continue to focus on strengthening
the capabilities of the force, including
supplying advanced equipment that
meets current operational demands,”
he said. — Bernama

Man searching for clams drowns after falling into river

IPOH: A man who reportedly fell into
Sungai Tuntung near Pantai Remis on
Thursday evening while searching for
clams has been found drowned.
Perak Fire and Rescue Department
acting operations chief Shazlean
Mohd Hanafia said the victim,

Mohamad Zulkifli Mat Saad, 27, was
found about 10m from the spot
where he was reported to have fallen.

“The search operation resumed at
11.15pm after the river level began to
recede, with the search area
extending about one kilometre from

where the victim fell.

“The operation involved two boats
and eight personnel, including four
members of the Water Rescue Team,’
he said in a statement yesterday.

He added that the rescue team was
also assisted by residents who carried

out searches on foot through the
nearby mangrove area.

“At about 11.30pm, the victim was
found in the area and brought out
through a land route and his body
was handed to police for further
action!” - Bernama
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KOTA KINABALU: Sabah’s conservation efforts
received a major boost on Oct 2 when a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) was
exchanged under the Orangutan Diplomacy
Programme at the Sungai Pin Conservation Area
(SPnCA) in Kinabatangan.

The MoU was previously signed by the
Malaysian Palm Oil Green Conservation
Foundation (MPOGCF) and Borneo Samudera
Sdn Bhd (BSSB), a subsidiary of Sawit Kinabalu
Group. It was formally exchanged at a ceremony
officiated by Plantation and Commodities
Ministry Secretary-General Datuk Yusran Shah
Mohd Yusof and Sawit Kinabalu Managing
Director Datuk Victor Ationg.

In his speech, Yusran, who is also MPOGCF
Board of Trustees chairman, described the
programme as crucial to ensure orangutans can
move freely in their natural habitat without
disturbance from human activities, plantation
operations or uncontrolled tourism.

He highlighted that the MoU was especially
timely following Unesco’s recognition of
Kinabatangan as Malaysia's newest Biosphere
Reserve on Sept 27.

“This effort reflects Malaysia’s seriousness in
safeguarding its wildlife while balancing
sustainable development,” he said.

Yusran also commended Sawit Kinabalu for
allocating 2,632 hectares in Sungai Pin Estate as a
High Conservation Value (HCV) area, home to an
estimated 55 orangutans.

He noted that a population study conducted
with MPOGCF and NGO Hutan would soon
provide updated figures on the orangutan
population in Sabah, currently estimated at
between 10,000 and 11,000.

To support the Orangutan Diplomacy
initiative, he also announced a special RM20,000
allocation from MPOGCE

Orangutan diplomacy to
strengthen conservation

2 SungaiPin Conservation Areaa‘hiddengem'inneed of protection

(From left) Majilis, Ationg, Yusran, Hairulazim and Belvinder during the MoU signing ceremony.

“This collaboration not only strengthens the
conservation agenda but also enhances the
credibility of Malaysia’s palm oil industry, which
is committed to biodiversity protection,”

he added.

SPnCA, described as a “hidden gem” in
Kinabatangan, is managed under the SPnCA
Conservation Area Management Plan.

Meanwhile, Ationg credited strong support
from the ministry and partners to help create
lasting impact for the environment, local
communities and the palm oil sector.

He said the conservation area represents a
flagship initiative showing that oil palm
development can coexist with biodiversity
protection, community empowerment and
ecotourism.

“SPnCA is a living testament to Sabah’s
potential as a global model for sustainable palm
oil landscapes.

“The Orangutan Diplomacy initiative carries a
powerful message that when industry,
government and communities work together, we
can protect wildlife such as the orangutan while
also ensuring the well-being of people and the
long-term sustainability of the industry,” he said.

Through its Conservation and Biodiversity
Unit, BSSB manages SPnCA as part of Sawit
Kinabalu’s wider sustainability agenda.

The MoU, Ationg explained, would strengthen
collaboration between industry players and
conservation bodies, enhancing wildlife
protection while reinforcing Sabah’s role as a
leader in sustainable palm oil production.

Also present were Malaysian Palm Oil Council
(MPOC) Chief Executive Officer Belvinder Sron,
SKG Green Chief Executive Officer Philipa Datuk
Wilfred Mojilis, and MPOGCF General Manager
Hairulazim Mahmud.

Charitable body conducts fund-raising

IPOH: The Salvation Army Ipoh, a non-profit
organisation which relies on donations and
grants for its operations, has had to grapple
with rising costs of late.

To help sustain its coffers, the home
organised an open day to raise funds at its
children’s home at Jalan Kampar here on
Sept 20.

The funds were raised through the sales of
coupons to purchase food at the stalls.

Team leader for its Ipoh centres Mejar
T. Chelvee said its water bills have risen
drastically all of a sudden.

“In April and May the bill came up to
RM354.15 but then shot up to RM1,026.40 for
June and July.

“For the months of August and
September it reads RM1,126.70," she said.

Perak Water Boad customers are billed
once in two months.

“We have written a letter to the board

-

Students from SJK (C) Shen Jai set urp a food stall to raise funds for the Salvation Army.

for an explanation and are still waiting for
areply”

She noted that there are still donors and
good souls who contribute to the home’s
maintenance.

Financial aid is needed to run its three
homes and a centre for community activities
and programmes in Ipoh.

These include residential care centres
for children and youths, and a home for
the aged.

There are currently 75 occupants in the
three homes.

“We need RM500,000 a year to pay
salaries of staff, bills and others,” she said.

“We receive an annual grant from the
state government which is not a fixed
amount.

The home has to submit details of what is
needed to have the allocation, she added.
- By P. CHANDRA SAGARAN
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Tan presenting a carton of drinking water to Rohaizat. - . CHANDRA SAGARAN/THESUN

Aid preparation for expected floods

[ P CHANDRA SAGARAN
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

IPOH: With heavy floods expected in the next few
months, 12 Lions Club organisations in Perak are
taking proactive measures to supply necessities to
the State Civil Defence Force.

Provisions are being readied to supply
immediate assistance to victims before they are
shifted to flood relief centres.

The effort was initiated by the Lions Club of
Perak Silver State which donated necessities,
including drinking water, ready-to-eat dry food like
biscuits, and hygiene sets consisting of towels,
soaps, toothbrushes and toothpastes.

The items were delivered to the Civil Defence
Force office here on October 2. The director of the
force Kol Rohaizat Hadli received them from
the club.

Present were Lions Clubs District 308B2
Governor Tan Say Cheong and presidents and
representatives of the clubs involved.

Rohaizat also  presented appreciation
certificates to representatives of the clubs.

Club Region 5 chairperson Dr Richard Ng said
the action plan is to reach affected areas, especially
those marked as “red zones” which would likely be
inaccessible during flooding.

He noted that the agency’s staff would be able

to reach the victims to distribute the items.

This is to ease the victims' burden before they
are evacuated if such a need arises.

Ng explained that the agency had approached
the club for assistance.

“We are responding to their appeal. In fact, more
clubs wanted to donate after Sept 25, the target
date. We stopped at 12 clubs and will wait for the
agency’s appeal if there is an increase in the
number of flood victims.

“We managed to bring in 200 cartons of
drinking water, 1,000 hygiene sets and 1,000
packets of food items which are sufficient for now;’
he said.

Meanwhile, Rohaizat said the Department of
Irrigation and Drainage has identified 280 locations
as “hotspots” vulnerable to floods in 12 districts in
the state.

“The monsoon transition phase began from
Sept 30 and and the North East Monsoon is
expected to start from November until March
next year.

“The State Civil Defence Force had trained 890
personnel who are ready to be mobilised in areas
affected by floods,” he added.

Rohaizat commended the Lions clubs who have
contributed to the cause.”lIt is vital for all quarters to
forge strategic partnership to face natural disasters,’
he said.
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Israel ratifies ceasefire, hostage deal

> Movetobe
enforced within 24
hours of govt approval

JERUSALEM: Israel’s government
ratified a ceasefire with the
Palestinian militant group Hamas
yesterday, clearing the way to
suspend hostilities in Gaza within 24
hours and free Israeli hostages held
there within 72 hours after that. The
Israeli Cabinet approved the deal

approximately 24 hours after
mediators announced the
agreement, which calls for the

release of Israeli hostages in
exchange for Palestinian prisoners
and the start of a phased withdrawal
of Israeli troops from Gaza under US
President Donald Trump’s initiative
to end the two-year war.

“The government has just now
approved the framework for the
release of all of the hostages, the
living and the deceased,” said
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on social media.

The war has deepened Israel’s
international isolation and upended
the Middle East, having evolved into
a regional conflict that has drawn in
Iran, Yemen and Lebanon.

It also tested the US-Israeli
relationship, with Trump seeming to
lose patience with Netanyahu and

pressuring him to reach a deal.

Israelis and Palestinians alike
rejoiced after the deal was
announced, the biggest step yet to
end two years of war in which over
67,000 Palestinians have been killed,
and return the last hostages seized
by Hamas in the attacks that started
the assault.

Exiled Hamas Gaza chief Khalil
Al-Hayya said he had received
guarantees from the United States
and other mediators that the war
was over.

An Israeli government
spokesperson said the ceasefire
would go into force within 24 hours
of government approval of the deal.
After that 24-hour period, the
hostages held in Gaza would be
freed within 72 hours.

Twenty Israeli hostages are still
believed to be alive in Gaza, while 26
are presumed dead, and the fate of
two is unknown.

Hamas has indicated that
recovering the bodies of the dead
may take longer than releasing those
who are alive.

Once the agreement is operating,
trucks carrying food and medical aid
would be able to enter Gaza to help
civilians, hundreds of thousands of
whom have been sheltering in tents
after Israeli forces destroyed their
homes and razed cities.

The accord, if fully implemented,
would bring the two sides closer
than any previous effort to halt the

war.

A Palestinian source said even
after the deal was signed, the list of
hundreds of Palestinians to be
released was not finalised.

The group is seeking freedom for
some of the most prominent
Palestinian convicts held in Israeli
jails, as well as hundreds of people
detained during Israel’s assault.

Further steps in Trump’s 20-point
plan have yet to be discussed. Those
include how the shattered Gaza Strip
is to be ruled when the fighting ends
and the ultimate fate of Hamas,

Palestinian children celebrate at a camp in Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip

which has so far rejected Israel’s
demands it disarm.

Netanyahu also faces scepticism
from within his governing coalition,
as many have long opposed any deal
with Hamas.

Israeli Security Minister Itamar
Ben-Gvir said he would vote to bring
down the government if Hamas is
not dismantled.

But the announcement of an end
to fighting and return of hostages
was greeted with jubilation.

“Thank God for the ceasefire, the
end of bloodshed and killing,” said

following news of the ceasefire deal. - AFPPIC

Missile, drone attacks cut power in Kyiv

KYIV: The Ukrainian capital was
plunged into darkness yesterday by
what the air force called a “massive
attack’, as Russia pummelled Kyiv's
infrastructure, cutting off water and
energy supplies.

The Kremlin has escalated aerial
attacks on Ukrainian energy facilities
and rail systems over recent weeks,
mirroring similar ~ campaigns
launched over the previous three
winters that left people without
heating in frigid temperatures.

“The capital of the country is
under an enemy ballistic missile
attack and a massive attack by the
enemy strike drones,” the Ukrainian
air force said, urging people in Kyiv to
remain in shelters.

Mayor Vitali Klitschko said Russian
forces had targeted ‘“critical
infrastructure” and wounded at least
nine people, five of whom were
taken to hospital.

“The left bank of the capital is
without electricity. There are also
problems with water supply.”

Ukrainian  Energy  Minister
Svitlana Grynchuk said Russian forces
were “inflicting a massive strike”
on the grid.

“Energy workers are taking all
necessary measures to minimise the

negative consequences.”’

“As soon as security conditions
allow, energy workers will begin
clarifying the consequences of the
attack and restoration work.

Fearing an incoming hypersonic
Kinzhal missile, which are harder to
detect and intercept, Ukraine put the
entire country on alert on Friday.

Military administration head Ivan
Fedorov said Russia also hit the
southeastern region Zaporizhzhia
with at least seven overnight drone
strikes, killing a seven-year-old and
wounding at least three people.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said on Thursday that
Moscow was seeking to“create chaos
and apply psychological pressure”
through crippling energy facilities

and railways.
He said Russian attacks this year
have strained Ukrainian gas

infrastructure, and more strikes could
force his country to ramp up imports.

He also said Ukraine has stepped
up its drone and missile strikes on
Russian territory, a tactic that is
showing “results” and pushing up
fuel prices in Russia.

A Ukrainian hit on a power station
in the Russian region of Belgorod
also caused power outages.

Efforts mount to end war in Ukraine

WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump said on Thursday Washington
and Nato allies were “stepping up the
pressure” to end the war in Ukraine,
after his outreach to Russia’s Vladimir
Putin failed to achieve a ceasefire.
“Yeah, we are stepping up the
pressure,” he said in the Oval Office
during a meeting with Finnish
President Alexander Stubb, in which

Trump was asked by a reporter if he
would increase efforts for a deal.

“We're stepping it up together.
We're all stepping it up. Nato has
been great”

Trump this week brokered a
peace deal in Gaza between Israel
and Hamas, but has said that the war
sparked by Russia’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine was proving harder to solve.

Russia accused Ukraine on
Thursday of rupturing a now-defunct
pipeline near the frontline used to
transport ammonia into Ukraine for
export, releasing toxic gas.

It posted a video showing what
appeared to be clouds of a chemical
compound spewing from a source in
the ground.

Authorities in Ukraine’s eastern
Donetsk region said the incident did
not present a “menace to the lives of
people” living nearby.

Citing a recent uptick in Russian
drone attacks, Ukrainian authorities
ordered the evacuation of
Kramatorsk, a large civilian hub in the
Donetsk region under Kyiv's control.

In Sloviansk, another Donbas city
under Ukrainian control, the mayor
advised children and elderly people
to leave, citing incessant attacks on
the energy system.

Ukrainian authorities said Russia
is deploying first-person-view drones
that have changed the character of
fighting across the front line.

A Ukrainian delegation led by
Prime Minister Yulia Svyrydenko is
expected to visit the United States
next week to discuss energy and air
defence under intensifying Russian
strikes. — AFP

He hosted Putin in Alaska in
August but failed to achieve a

breakthrough, and since then
Russia’s attacks on Ukraine have
escalated.

Russia said on Wednesday

momentum towards reaching a
peace deal in Ukraine had largely
vanished following the meeting.
— AFP

Abdul Majeed Abd Rabbo in Khan
Younis in southern Gaza. “All of the
Gaza Strip is happy, all the Arab
people and the world is happy with
the ceasefire and the end of
bloodshed.”

Einav Zaugauker, whose son
Matan is one of the last hostages,
rejoiced in Tel Aviv's so-called
Hostages Square, where families of
those seized in the Hamas attack
that triggered the war two years ago
have long assembled.

“I cannot breathe. I cannot
explain what I'm feeling. It's crazy.”

In Gaza, Israeli attacks continued
before the official start of the
ceasefire, but there were fewer
fatalities than the scores killed on a
daily basis in recent weeks.

Local health authorities reported
seven dead in two separate Israeli
strikes on Thursday.

Trump said he would head to the
region on Sunday to possibly attend
a signing ceremony in Egypt, and
Israeli Knesset Speaker Amir Ohana
invited him to address the legislative
body, which would be the first such
speech by a US president since 2008.
The deal received support from Arab
and Western countries.

Completion of the deal would
mark a significant accomplishment
for the Republican president, who
has struggled to deliver on his
promises to bring peace to the Gaza
conflict and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. - Reuters

‘Flotilla movement to continue’

GUARULHOS: Brazilian activist
Thiago Avila, one of the main
organisers of the international aid
flotilla to Gaza, said on Thursday the
movement to get life-saving relief to
the devastated Palestinian enclave
would continue, after a ceasefire
was announced between Israel
and Hamas.

“There is nothing in the ceasefire
agreements to indicate that the illegal
blockade of Gaza by Israel, the United
States or any other nation would end.

“As long as there is no justice
for the Palestinian people, the flotilla
will continue!”

Avila was one of 13 Brazilians
aboard the Global Sumud Flotilla of 45
vessels intercepted by Israel last week.

Israel detained and deported more
than 470 people aboard the
boats, including Swedish climate
campaigner Greta Thunberg.

Israel has blocked several
international aid flotillas in recent
months from reaching Gaza, where
the United Nations says famine has set

in after two years of a devastating
Israeli military offensive.

Israel has slashed the amount of
humanitarian aid allowed into the
enclave while the war has raged.

Several activists on board the
flotilla reported mistreatment in
detention, which Israel denied.

“Obviously, there were violations
that would be the subject of
complaints in international courts, but
they are nothing compared to what
the Palestinians are suffering”’

He reported cases of “physical
violence” and “forced interrogations”.

“Diabetics have gone three days
without access to insulin”’

Israel and Hamas on Thursday
agreed to a ceasefire deal after more
than two years of war sparked by
Hamas'’s October 2023 attack on Israel.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign has
reduced much of Gaza to rubble,
including schools, hospitals and basic
infrastructure, and killed at least
67,194 people, according to the
territory’s health ministry. — AFP

US troops to monitor Gaza truce

WASHINGTON: Senior US officials on
Thursday said a military team of 200
people will be deployed in the Middle
East to “oversee” the Gaza ceasefire
between Israel and Hamas after a
peace deal brokered by President
Donald Trump.

An official said US military Central
Command head Admiral Brad Cooper
“will initially have 200 people on the
ground. His role will be to oversee,
observe, make sure there are no
violations"

He also said Egyptian, Qatari,
Turkish and possibly Emirati military
officials would be embedded in the
team. A second official said “no US

troops are intended to go into Gaza.”

“The notion is to make it collegial.
And the Israelis will obviously be in
touch with them," the first official said.

“Putting Admiral Cooper in the
room gave a lot of confidence and
security to the Arab countries.

“And therefore it was passed on to
Hamas that we were taking a very
strong role, or the president was
taking a very strong position in
standing behind his guarantees.”

The second official said the team
was intended “to help create a joint
control centre and then integrate
other security forces that would be
there to deconflict” — AFP
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Malaysia to
observe election:
Myanmar junta

YANGNON: Myanmar’s junta said
yesterday  Malaysia would send
observation teams to its long-delayed
election, as it battles multiple rebel forces
opposed to the polls.

A civil war has consumed Myanmar
since the military snatched power in a
2021 coup, jailing democratic figurehead
Aung San Suu Kyi and deposing her
civilian government.

The military has touted elections, due
to start in phases on Dec 28, as a path to
reconciliation.

However, monitors are slating the polls
as a ploy to legitimise continuing military
rule, while it is set to be boycotted by
many ousted lawmakers and blocked
by armed opposition groups in enclaves
they control.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamad Hasan arrived in capital
Naypyidaw on Thursday to meet with
Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing.

State-run Global New Light of Myanmar
said yesterday Mohamad Hasan “vowed
to send election observation teams to
Myanmar”. - AFP

North Korea hails
ties with China

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un hailed “friendly and cooperative” ties
with China as he hosted Premier Li Qiang
and other foreign dignitaries for
celebrations marking 80 years under the
ruling Workers’ Party, state news agency
KCNA reported yesterday.

China is North Korea’s most
important ally, although relations have
at times been strained by Pyongyang’s
nuclear programme.

The military parade showcased

North  Korea’s latest weaponry,
including intercontinental ballistic
missiles.

The celebrations came as Kim has
been emboldened by the war in
Ukraine, securing critical support from
Russia after sending thousands of North
Korean troops to fight alongside
Moscow’s forces. — AFP

Authorities
inspect a
collapsed wall
anda
damaged
vehicle
outside a mall
in Butuan City,
on the
southern
island of
Mindanao
after the
quake.
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7.4 magnitude qhake_strkes
off southern Philippines

» Coastalresidents
advised to evacuate

DAVAO: A 7.4 magnitude
earthquake struck off the southern
Philippines on Friday, triggering
tsunami warnings in the Asian
nation as well as neighbouring
Indonesia and Palau.

The United States Geological
Survey (USGS) said the quake hit
about 20km from Manay in the
Mindanao region at 9.43am
(0143 GMT).

The Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology said

“destructive tsunami is expected
with life-threatening wave heights”
on the archipelago nation’s east
coast, adding that coastal residents
in these areas “are strongly advised
to immediately evacuate to higher
grounds or move farther inland”.

The US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration said
waves of up to three metres were
forecast for threatened areas in the
Philippines and up to a metre-high
waves in Palau and Indonesia.

Police officer Dianne Lacorda
said although there were no
immediate reports of casualties,
the province of Davao Oriental,
which includes Manay, expects
damage.

“Our tumblers on the table were
moving and falling,” she said,
adding  that power and
communication lines have been
cut and the authorities are
currently unable to assess the
potential damage in some areas.

Christine Sierte, a teacher in the
town of Compostela near Manay,
said she was in the middle of an
online meeting when the violent
shaking started.

“It was very slow at first then it
got stronger. That was the longest
(moment) of my life. We weren’t
able to walk out of the building
immediately because the shaking
was so strong.

“The ceilings of some offices

fell, but luckily no one was
injured,” she said, although some
of the school’s 1,000-odd students
“suffered panic attacks and
difficulty in breathing”

Kath Cortez, a journalist based
in Davao city to the west of Manay,
said the ground floor walls of her
family’s house showed cracks.

“I was surprised by the
strength. I had just woken up and
was about to take a shower,’ she
said, adding that her family
memebrs ran out of the house.

Earthquakes are a near-daily
occurrence in the Philippines,
which is situated on the Pacific
“Ring of Fire’, a zone of intense
seismic activity. - AFP

Taiwan to expedite air defence system

TAIPEl: Taiwanese President Lai

Ching-te yesterday vowed to speed
up construction of a multi-layered air
defence system as part of efforts to
counter “enemy threats"

Lai's government has been under
pressure from the United States to
improve its ability to defend itself
against a potential attack by China,
which claims the island is part of its
territory.

“We will accelerate our building of
the T-Dome, establish an air defence
system in Taiwan with multi-layered
defence, high-level detection and

effective interception,” Lai said
during Taiwan’s National Day
celebrations.

He added that Taiwan was
determined to “maintain peace
through strength” and called on
China to “renounce the use of force
or coercion to change the status quo
across the Taiwan Strait”

His speech followed a bruising
year for the president, a staunch

defender of Taiwan's sovereignty
who is loathed by Beijing.

A failed effort this year to unseat
dozens of opposition lawmakers,
which could have given Lai's
Democratic Progressive Party a
majority in the parliament, left the
government weakened.

US tariffs on Taiwanese shipments
and doubts over President Donald
Trump’s willingness to protect the
island have also eroded confidence
in the key relationship.

Lai reiterated yesterday plans to
ramp up defence spending to more
than 3% of gross domestic product
next year and 5% by 2030, “showing
our determination to safeguard the
nation”.

“We will advance the integration
of high-tech and Al technologies to
build a smart defence combat
system,  maximising  effective
deterrence for our strategy.”’

He also said Taiwan would boost
its own defence industry and

strengthen domestic supply chains
to build a“robust line of defence”.

The celebrations mark the 114th
anniversary of the toppling of China'’s
Qing Dynasty and the subsequent
founding of the Republic of China.

The current dispute between
China and Taiwan dates back to a civil
war between the nationalist forces of
Chiang Kai-shek, who retreated to
the island, and Mao Zedong’s
communist fighters.

Beijing launched military drills
around Taiwan after Lai’s National
Day speech last year, sending planes
and ships to encircle the island.

University of Nottingham China
and Taiwan expert Jonathan Sullivan
said China would not need to
respond “aggressively” this time
given Lai was “suffering right now”.

Trump is expected to meet with
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in
the coming weeks as the rival
superpowers thrash out a trade deal
that could impact Taiwan. — AFP

WELLINGTON: New Zealand and
Singapore yesterday signed a
comprehensive strategic partnership
(CSP), with their prime ministers
pledging to continue to find ways to
work together to maintain the
international rules-based order at a
time of growing tensions. The two
countries have maintained political
ties for 60 years, and in 2019 signed
an enhanced partnership agreement
that covered trade and economics,
defence and security and supply
chains.

“Singapore is one of our closest
partners. As small states, it is
important we work side-by-side to
keep trade open, strengthen
security and defend the rules-based
order,” New Zealand Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon said in a
statement following the signing of
the agreement.

“Through the CSP, we have
committed to tackling the next

Singapore, New Zealand sign
trade and security agreement

generation of challenges together,
from supply chain resilience and
digital trade to climate change and
maritime security.”

The two countries also concluded
an agreement on trade in essential
supplies, formalising an arrangement
that began during the Covid-19
pandemic, when air freight
continued between the two
countries despite few passengers
on flights.

Singapore Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong yesterday said the
legally binding agreement meant
both governments had committed to
not imposing export restrictions,
even during times of crisis, on some
key products such as medicine and
other essential supplies.

“| think that is an agreement that
would give assurance to both our
countries and to both our peoples
that in times of need, we will always
be there for one another” — Reuters



Call to support
RTO and BTS
housing schemes

KUALA LUMPUR: The government is
encouraging financial institutions to
support the implementation of rent-to-own
(RTO) and the build-then-sell (BTS) housing
schemes, in line with the aspirations of the
13th Malaysia Plan (13MP).

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim
said that for first-time homebuyers, the
government plans to extend the full stamp
duty exemption on transfer instruments and
loan agreements for the purchase of first
homes priced not exceeding RM500,000 for
another two years, until Dec 31, 2027.

The government also plans to impose a
flat stamp duty rate of between 4% and 8%
on property transfer instruments for
residential units purchased by non-citizens
and foreign companies, except for
individuals who are permanent residents in
Malaysia.

“This will ensure that the real estate
market remains competitive, while curbing
excessive house price increases for the
benefit of the people,” Anwar said. -
Bernama

Move to strengthen
export ecosystem

KUALA LUMPUR: Budget 2026 will
strengthen the export ecosystem and
support new market exploration, said Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim

Anwar said Syarikat Jaminan Pembiayaan
Perniagaan Bhd (SJPP) will provide a
guarantee of up to 70% financing for export-
oriented mid-tier companies, including those
expanding into new markets, with a
guarantee value of up to RM5 billion.

He said the Malaysia External Trade
Development  Corporation’s market
development grant also allocates RM60
million to facilitate MSMEs in exporting
Malaysian-made products to existing and
new markets, including Africa, Latin
America, and the Middle East.

Additionally, Exim Bank will provide soft
loans to assist companies affected by global
trade tariff tensions with RM500 million
funding. - Bernama
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It’s fiscally conservative
and cautious: Economists

PETALING JAYA: Budget 2026 is
fiscally conservative, as the
government juggles limited fiscal
space, investment in long-term
capacity building and short-term
cushioning for vulnerable sectors,
according to economists.

BIMB Securities chief economist
Imran Nurginias Ibrahim said the
Budget comes across as a rather
cautious and politically constrained
plan.

“While the government high-
lights fiscal prudence and a modest
narrowing of the deficit, the overall
tone feels defensive rather than
transformative,” he told SunBiz.

After missing opportunities to
pursue deeper structural reforms in
2024 and 2025, Imran said, the
government now faces tighter fiscal
space and the pressures of
impending elections, starting with
Sababh later this year.

“As a result, the government has
opted for a more -cautious
approach, adjusting development
spending to keep the fiscal deficit
within target.”

At its core, Imran said, the
Budget attempts to balance main-
taining growth momentum and
managing fiscal discipline, but it
lacks bold policy shifts or new
growth catalysts. “The measures
announced lean towards short-
term social protection and
continuity rather than strategic
reforms that could lift Malaysia’s
long-term competitiveness.”

OCBC senior Asean economist
Lavanya Venkateswaran said
Budget 2026 signals a steadying of
the fiscal ship, with the government
maintaining a cautious pace of
consolidation while balancing
social and economic priorities

“The government doubled down
on fiscal consolidation, aiming to
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> Govt attempts to balance maintaining
growth momentum and managing financial

discipline

Bebusjawwan 7076
MALAYSIA
MADANI

narrow the deficit to 3.5% of GDP in
2026 from 3.8% in 2025. This is in
line with our expectations and
reflects a modest pace of conso-
lidation,” she said.

She noted that the government’s
macro assumptions were “fairly
realistic’, with real GDP growth
projected at 4.0-4.5% (OCBC: 3.8%)
and headline inflation at 1.3-2.0%
(OCBC: 1.5%).

“Tax revenue collections are
expected to grow broadly in line
with nominal GDP, while non-tax
revenues will likely contract due to
lower global commodity prices and
reduced dividends from Petronas,’
she said.

New tax measures include
higher excise duties on cigarettes
and alcoholic beverages from
November 2025 and the intro-
duction of a carbon tax targeting
iron, steel and energy sectors, both
of which were anticipated, she
added.

Central government expenditure
is forecast to rise modestly next year,
led by higher emoluments and
pensions. Subsidy and social
assistance spending is expected to
fall 14.2% year-on-year in 2026 as
the government continues ration-
alisation efforts, though cash aid

programmes such as Rahmah Cash
Contribution and Sumbangan Asas
Rahmah will remain in place.

Lavanya said the Budget also
highlights measures to bolster
medium-term growth, including
support for SMEs expanding
abroad, regional development in
Johor, Sabah and Sarawak, local
tourism, and higher value-added
manufacturing in sectors such as
electronics.

“As such, although the fiscal
support to economic growth from
Budget 2026 is largely neutral,
Budget 2026 affirms the govern-
ment’s commitment to pushing
ahead with reforms and building
domestic economic resilience to
counter building external head-
winds,” she said.

Monash University Malaysia
School of Business Senior Lecturer
Dr Andrew Woon said although
Malaysia’s 2026 budget is smaller in
size, the government’s focus on
human capital and high-technology
industries underscored its intent to
future-proof the economy.

He pointed out the allocation for
Technical and Vocational Edu-
cation and Training has been raised
to RM7.9 billion from RM7.5 billion
in 2025, reflecting efforts to
strengthen skills in sectors such as
electric vehicles, semiconductors
and renewable energy under the
New Industrial Master Plan.

“The Human Resource Develop-
ment Corp will provide RM3 billion
to fund three million training
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opportunities, while the Skills
Development Fund Corp will offer
RM650 million in financing for over
25,000 trainees,” Woon said.

He added that the Skills
Development Department will
receive RM34 million to roll out the
Industry Academy Programme,
aimed at reducing reliance on low-
skilled foreign workers.

“Together, these measures
reflect a cohesive strategy to build
local expertise and strengthen
Malaysia’s position in the global
digital and green economy,” he
said.

Meanwhile, economist Jason
Loh Seong Wei said the government
should offer temporary tax cuts to
small and SMEs to cushion the
impact of the expected Trump
administration tariffs and China’s
deflationary pressures.

China’s ongoing deflation,
reinforced by weak oil and petro-
chemical prices, and softer US
demand would expose export-
oriented SMEs to “twin pressures”
of reduced demand and stiffer
competition, Loh told SunBiz.

Loh proposed lowering the 17%
tax on chargeable income of up to
RM600,000 for SMEs with paid-up
capital of not more than RM2.5
million and annual sales below
RM50 million to 14%.

For the same group, the 15% tax
on the first RM150,000 should be
reduced to 9%, while the 24% rate
on income above RM600,000
should be lowered to 20%, he said.

“The tax cuts should run for
one year, from 2026-2027 and to
be extended for

Matching incentive for gig, e-hailing, p-hailing workers

KUALA LUMPUR: Gig, e-hailing and p-
hailing workers will receive matching
contribution incentives of up to
RM600 per year, or RM6,000 for life,
under the i-Saraan Plus scheme, said
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

Anwar said the incentives are being
introduced to strengthen social pro-
tection and encourage contributions to
the Employees Provident Fund, as
many self-employed individuals are
unable to make regular contributions
for their own financial security.

He added that the existing i-Saraan
scheme will also continue for other
informal and self-employed individuals,
with matching contributions of up to
RM500 per year, or RM5,000 for life.

“The Gig Workers Act 2025 has
made Social Security Organisation
(Socso) contributions mandatory for
gig workers," he said.

Anwar said the government has
agreed to bear 70% of the Self-
Employment Social Security Scheme
contributions for gig workers in the
non-mandated sector who register for
the first time, while the incentive will
be 50% in the second year.

“Job seekers or new graduates who
accept job offers and need to relocate
will receive incentives of up to
RM1,000 from the Socso,” he said.

Socso has also increased the maximum
rate for haemodialysis treatment to RM170,
compared to RM150 previously, invol-
ving RM52 million more per year.

“Socso will also complete the
construction of rehabilitation centres
in Malacca, Perak, Terengganu and,
most recently, in Penang, which will
have a capacity of 250 beds," he said.

For mothers, the eligibility age for
the i-Suri scheme has been raised to
60 years. - Bernama

another year if
necessary (that is, More
under Budget 2027)”  Reports:
he added. Page 12
- by HAYATUN RAZAK
Many self-
employed
individuals are
unable to

make regular
contributions
for their own
financial
security. —
BERNAMAPIC
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Brewers regret 10% alcohol excise duty hike

PETALING JAYA: The Confederation
of Malaysian Brewers Bhd (CMBB)
expressed  regret over the
government’s decision to raise
excise duty on alcohol by 10%,
emphasising that Malaysia already
has one of the highest beer excise
rates globally.

The tax hike resulted in a new rate
of RM192.50 per 100% volume per
litre, especially given the current
economic challenges and the
pressures already faced by the food
and beverage industry.

CMBB highlighted that any
increase will widen the price gap
between legitimate and illicit beer.

“This will pose a threat to
government revenue collection, the
industry and consumers. Higher
beer excise duties are correlated
with an increase in the availability of
illicit beer it said in a statement
yesterday.

CMBB also noted that the
industry estimates that around 25%
of beer consumed locally is illicit,
resulting in a loss of RM1.2 billion in
tax revenue each year. This loss is
expected to grow as excise rates rise.

“The beer industry will continue
to support the Royal Malaysian
Customs Department and the
government’s Multi-Agency Task

Force in their ongoing efforts to curb
illicit beer and to protect govern-
ment revenue.

“Addressing  this  challenge
requires a balanced, collaborative
approach —combining enforcement,
awareness, and partnership
between industry and authorities,’
CMBB said.

The brewing industry remains a
key contributor to Malaysia’s
economy, generating RM7.1 billion
annually, contributing RM3.3 billion
in tax revenue, and supporting over
52,000 jobs across manufacturing,
logistics, retail, and hospitality
sectors.

Carlsberg Brewery Malaysia Bhd
and Heineken Malaysia Bhd, the two
brewers in Malaysia, have
consistently raised concerns that
raising excise duties on alcohol
would fuel the illicit alcohol trade,
undermining legitimate businesses
and resulting in  significant
government revenue losses.

Both brewers have previously
highlighted that Malaysia already
has one of the highest excise duty
rates on beer globally, and further
hikes could exacerbate the issue by
making illegal, duty-free products
more attractive to consumers.

Carlsberg Malaysia emphasised

LANGKAWI RESOR
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that the illicit trade poses health
risks because contraband products
have no regulatory oversight, while
Heineken Malaysia stressed that tax
increases will hurt local retailers and

businesses dependent on legal
alcohol sales.
The brewers have been

advocating stronger enforcement
against illicit trade rather than
increasing alcohol taxes, citing
estimates that contraband beer
accounts for a significant share of
the market, especially in East
Malaysia, resulting in hundreds of
millions in lost government revenue
annually.

Samenta welcomes positive
and pragmatic measures

% However, SME association stresses need for

effective execution

[ BY DEEPALAKSHMI MANICKAM

newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim yesterday
tabled Budget 2026, pledging to
maintain fiscal discipline while
ensuring that support measures do
not impose additional burdens on the
public.

The overall allocation stands at
RM470 billion, with operating and

development expenditure set at
RM419.2 billion. Anwar, who is also
the finance minister, said the
government is committed to reducing
the fiscal deficit from an estimated
3.8% of gross domestic product this
year to 3.5% in 2026, with the goal of
reaching 3% in the medium term.

“Ordinarily, when additional
expenditure is needed for infra-
structure and aid for the people,
additional taxes would be imposed.
But the government has chosen to
improve governance, including
targeting subsidies, without adding to
the burden of the people,” Anwar said
in Parliament.

The Budget includes the largest-
ever allocations for Sabah and
Sarawak, RM6.9 billion and RM6
billion respectively, as part of
Putrajaya’s efforts to close develop-
ment gaps under the Malaysia
Agreement 1963 (MA63). The special
grant for both
states will be
doubled to RM600
million, while RM1.2
billion will be chan-
nelled to support Sabah’s
electricity supply despite
regulatory decentralisation.
Civil servants will see a boost
under Budget 2026, with an additional
RM18 billion set aside for wage
increases next year and a one-off
RM500 aid payment. Anwar also
confirmed that the 20% salary cut for
Cabinet ministers will remain in place.

the

On business front, the
government will expand credit
guarantees under Syarikat Jaminan
Pembiayaan Perniagaan (SJPP) to
RM30 billion, up from RM20 billion
previously, as part of a RM50 billion
total financing commitment to SMEs.
Measures to strengthen digitalisation,
Al adoption, automation and export
capacity were also outlined.

In response to the announcement,
the Small and Medium Enterprises
Association of Malaysia (Samenta)
described Budget 2026 as “positive
and pragmatic,” noting that it reflects
many of the priorities raised by the
association.

“We are pleased to see the
government expand credit guarantees
via SJPP and commit to RM50 billion
in total SME financing support. This
directly addresses one of the top
concerns among SMEs, which is
limited access to affordable credit,’
said its national president, Datuk
William Ng (pic).

He added that the government’s
emphasis on digitalisation and
productivity upgrades was in line with
Samenta’s calls for practical support.

“The allocations under SME Bank,
Mara, BSN and AIM demonstrate that
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the government recognises entre-
preneurship as the foundation of
inclusive growth.

“However, we must ensure that
these initiatives reach micro and small
businesses outside the Klang Valley,
including the East Coast, Sabah and
Sarawak,” Ng said.

On exports, Ng welcomed the RM5
billion SJPP export guarantee, RM60
million in Matrade market grants and
the expansion of the MyCIF frame-

work to Asean markets.
“Despite being our nearest
neighbours, intra-Asean trade

remains at a low 21%. We are hopeful
that these initiatives under Budget
2026 will drive greater trade among
member states as a hedge against
global geoeconomic risks,” he said.

Ng concluded that the Budget was
one of “direction and delivery’, with
meaningful steps towards SME
resilience and regional competi-
tiveness.

“If implemented effectively, this
budget can help our SMEs move from
survival to regional leadership. What
matters now is execution, and in
making sure these initiatives reach
every SME, not just those who already
have access.’

Malaysia to intensify efforts to counter anti-palm oil campaign

KUALA LUMPUR: Thanks to scientific
findings, Malaysia has succeeded in
countering Western criticism of palm
oil through increased exports,
especially to China and India, said
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

He said RM63 million has been
allocated to intensify the campaign
against anti-palm oil and encourage
sustainable certification, including by
private smallholders.

Anwar said that to reduce
dependence on foreign workers and
encourage local innovation, RM20
million has been provided to support
startup companies in producing
mechanisation and automation
products in partnership with the
Malaysian Palm Oil Board and major
palm oil companies.

The government is  also
safeguarding the fate of smallholders
who toil and sweat to earn a living on

the farms with an allocation of almost
RM120 million, he said.

This includes supporting part of the
cost of oil palm replanting for
smallholders to replace ageing trees,
encouraging rubber smallholders to
produce rubber and redevelop
abandoned private rubber plantations,
and supplying cocoa smallholders with
1.1 million quality cocoa seedlings,
including training assistance from
industry players.

This also aims to reduce the burden
on pepper smallholders due to the
increasing cost of inputs such as
fertilisers and pesticides, and support
kenaf smallholders in increasing kenaf
yields as one of the new sources of
growth for agri-commodities.

Anwar also said the Malaysian
Rubber Board will develop a centre of
excellence for research to ensure the
industry’s future sustainability, with an
allocation of RM600 million. — Bernama

RM5.9 billion
Ccross-ministry
allocation for
Al development

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia will
continue to lead in the field of
artificial intelligence (Al) and
strengthen research, develop-
ment, commercialisation and
innovation activities with a
cross-ministerial allocation of
nearly RM5.9 billion, says Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

He said that in the effort to
become an Al-driven nation by
2030, the National Artificial
Intelligence  Office  would
receive nearly RM20 million to
develop highly skilled talent,
enhance digital infrastructure,
and build an efficient Al
ecosystem.

Anwar said the government
also planned to provide an
additional 50% tax deduction
to MSMEs for Al- and cyber-
security-related training ex-
penses recognised by the
MyMahir National Al Council
for Industry, jointly led by
TalentCorp and MyDigital.

“A Sovereign Al Cloud will
also be developed by the
Malaysian Communications and
Multimedia Commission (MCMC)
with an investment of RM2
billion.

“MCMC will establish an Al
Transformation Centre in
collaboration with Multimedia
University and the Centre of
Excellence in Ethics for Emer-
ging Technologies as a culturally
aware Al and research and
development (R&D) hub,” he
said.

Anwar also announced an
allocation of RM53 million under
the Malaysia Digital Acceleration
Grant to boost growth and
adoption of technologies such
as blockchain, Al and quantum
computing.

“Meanwhile, Mimos will
develop blockchain and deep-
fake detection technologies,” he
said, adding that RM15 million
had also been allocated for
programmes such as Malaysia
Techlympics, National Science
Week, Rehlah Sains (Science
Excursion) and Science on
Wheels to cultivate interest in
science, technology and
innovation among youth. -
Bernama


mailto:newsdesk@thesundaily.com

SATURDAY | OCT 11,2025
theSun BIZ & FINANCE

PETALING JAYA: Gross exports for
2026 are forecast to increase by 2.8%,
particularly for manufactured and
agriculture goods, backed by the
continued expansion of the electrical
and electronic sector (E&E),
according to the Finance Ministry’s
Economic Outlook 2026 report
released yesterday.

The report disclosed that this is
driven by higher demand for
semiconductor and Al edge
applications, as well as competitive
commodity prices.

Exports of manufactured goods
are anticipated to expand by 3%,
resulting from rising demand for both
E&E and non-E&E products.

These products constitute shares
of total manufactured goods at 50.4%
and 49.6%, respectively. The E&E
products are projected to grow by
3.9%, buoyed by steady demand for
semiconductors.

This is in tandem with the
continued technological upcycle,
leading to a better performance
outlook of the global semiconductor
market at 9.9%, as reported by the
World  Semiconductor  Trade
Statistics.

Concurrently, exports of non-E&E
products are estimated to rebound by
2.1% following higher demand,
particularly for palm oil-based
manufactured products; manufactures
of metal; chemicals and chemical
products; as well as machinery,
equipment and parts.

Exports of agriculture goods are
projected to grow by 3.3%, supported
by sustained global demand for palm
oil and palm oil based agriculture
products, attributed to higher export
volumes and competitive prices for

Exports to increase 2.8%

> Rise tobedriven
by semiconductor
demand, Al
applications and
stronger regional
trade links

agriculture goods.

Conversely, exports of mining
goods are estimated to contract
marginally by 0.4% on account of
lower exports of LNG and crude
petroleum, partly due to slower
demand from major importing
countries.

According to the report, gross
imports are forecast to increase by
3.9% in 2026, supported by growth in
all components, reflecting Malaysia’s
steady performance in key economic
sectors and strategic investment
activities.

Imports of intermediate goods are
anticipated to expand by 4.2%,
particularly for parts and accessories
as well as industrial supplies, in
tandem with increasing exports of
manufactured goods.

In addition, imports of capital
goods are projected to expand by
4.3%, following continuous
investment activities driven by data
centre development, as well as

ECONOMIC
OUTLOOK
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increasing demand for lumpy items
such as aircraft and locomotive.

Imports of consumption goods are
anticipated to rise by 3.9%, indicating
stronger household spending with
increasing exports of manufactured
goods.

The current account of the
balance of payments is forecast to
register a lower surplus of RM23.2
billion or 1.1% of GNI in 2026,
resulting from payments growing
faster than receipts, following
realisation of approved investments

and ongoing project developments.

The goods account is projected to
record a narrower surplus of RM98.3
billion, contributed by strong
imports, particularly for capital
goods, which more than offset
higher demand from major trading
partners.

Contrarily, the services account is
expected to turnaround and register a
slight surplus of RMO0.1 billion,
attributed to a higher netinflow in the
travel account and a smaller net
outflow in the other services account,
while registering a wider deficit in the
transport account.

Receipts in the travel account are
expected to increase to RM119.5
billion, bolstered by higher tourist
arrivals. Nonetheless, payments in
the travel account are anticipated to
increase to RM65.3 billion, following
residents spending abroad for
business, education and pilgrimage
travelling activities.

Incomes from the transport
account are projected to reach
RM37.1 billion, contributed by higher
earnings from air travel and cargo
handling services provided by
domestic companies.

However, continuous dependency
on foreign transport services is
expected to increase payments in the
transport account to RM69.9 billion,
leading to a higher net outflow of
RM32.8 billion in 2026.

Meanwhile, the other services
account is anticipated to register a

smaller deficit of RM21.4 billion,
supported by increasing earnings to
reach RM130.6 billion, stemming
from repatriation of profits on
investment and ongoing strategic
projects abroad.

Nonetheless, payments in the
other services account are expected
to be at RM152 billion, due to higher
payments for the telcos, computer
and information services as well as
charges for the use of intellectual
property.

The primary income account is
forecast to record a wider deficit of
RM61.6 billion in 2026, owing to
higher payments in the
compensation of employees and
investment income accounts.

Payments in the investment
income account are expected to
increase, attributed to repatriation of
profits by foreign investors, in
tandem with robust investment
activities, resulting in a higher deficit
of RM49.9 billion.

Similarly, compensation for
foreign professionals is anticipated to
register a larger net outflow of
RM11.7 billion, following the ongoing
development agenda for HGHV
industries such as digital technology
including Al, cloud computing and
automation.

However, a narrowing deficit of
RM13.5 billion is projected in the
secondary income account, mainly
due to higher remittances by
Malaysians working abroad.

Optimistic outlook for labour market, jobless rate to remain at 3%

KUALA LUMPUR: The labour market
is expected to remain optimistic in
2026, underpinned by resilient
domestic demand and the continued
expansion in key sectors.

It will also be supported by a boost
in tourism following the Visit Malaysia
Year 2026 (VM2026) and the rollout of
strategic public investments under
the 13th Malaysia Plan (13MP).

The ongoing structural reforms,
particularly  the  wage-setting
mechanisms and efforts to enhance
working conditions, are anticipated
to encourage greater labour force
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participation and improve workers’
well-being.

“While lingering uncertainties in
global trade may weigh on hiring in

export- and commodity-related
industries, robust growth in
domestic-orientated  sectors s

expected to sustain employment and
wage growth,” it said.

Accordingly, the unemployment
rate is anticipated to remain at 3% in
2026. Total employment is projected
to expand by 2.3% to 17.2 million
persons, driven largely by job
creation in the services and

manufacturing sectors, which are
expected to continue accounting for
over 80% of total employment.

The report said the number of
low-skilled foreign workers s
expected to decrease in 2026,
attributed to the strict approval of
foreign worker quota applications on
a case-by-case basis for specific
approved sectors such as agriculture,
construction, and certain service
industries.

The government also remains
committed to reducing the
dependency on foreign workers by

limiting the hiring ceiling from 15% to
10% of total employment, as outlined
in the 13th MP.

The implementation of the multi-
tiered levy mechanism in 2026 is also
expected to further drive industries
towards mechanisation and
automation, thus further reducing
demand for low-skilled foreign
workers, it said.

On the other hand, continued
demand for workers in the economy
will be met through greater
investment in automation and
upskilling local workers to support

productivity gains.

Labour productivity is projected to
increase by 2% to record RM103,700
in 2026, supported primarily by
improvements in the construction
and services sectors.

The report said this growth will be
reinforced by ongoing efforts to
strengthen  skills  development
programmes to better align with
industry needs, alongside greater
investments in digital transformation
and mechanisation to accelerate
technology adoption across
industries.
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PETALING JAYA: The services sector
is projected to grow by 5.2% in 2026,
with all subsectors contributing to the
expansion.

This growth will be led by increased
tourism activities, driven by a surge in
visitor arrivals and spending related to
VM2026, alongside  sustained
consumer spending.

According to the Economic
Outlook 2026 report, the wholesale
and retail trade subsector will remain
the key driver for the services sector,
with a growth of 5% mainly attributed
to the retail segment.

Vigorous seasonal sales and
promotional campaigns across stores
as well as e-commerce and social
media platforms will stimulate
buying activities.

Meanwhile, the motor vehicles
segment is expected to rebound,
supported by higher booking for new
vehicles.

The transportation and storage
subsector is forecast to grow by 7.1%,
supported by all segments following
the expansion in rail, highway, port
and airport activities.

The land transport segment is
anticipated to be boosted by the
commencement of operations of the
Light Rail Transit 3 Phase 1 and ETS
south bound as well as
operationalisation of the East Klang
Valley Expressway.

Likewise, the air transport
segment is expected to be driven by
increased flight frequencies,
expanded route connectivity and a
surge in international passenger
traffic in conjunction with VM2026.
The targeted incentives and airport
capacity upgrades will further
support growth in both passenger
and cargo segments. The water
transport segment is projected to
expand in tandem with encouraging
trade activities.

The finance and insurance
subsector is anticipated to expand by
2.8% with positive growth in all
segments, supported by sustained
economic activities. Under the
finance segment, loan growth is
anticipated to remain moderate amid

ipaper

Tourism set to fuel
services sector growth

2 Retail and wholesale subsector will also be
key driver of broad-based expansion, supported
by sustained consumer spending
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steady credit demand from the
household sector.

The real estate and business
services subsector is projected to
grow by 6.7%, driven by sustained
demand for professional services.

The growth is expected to be
spurred by engineering-related
services, benefiting from increased
demand for logistic hubs,
warehouses and ongoing

development of industrial parks.
This expansion is also anticipated to
be fuelled by new demand from key
projects, including the JS-SEZ and
continuous construction activities
for new data centres.

The information and
communication subsector is
expected to grow 4.3%, mainly driven
by expansion in Al technologies, data

centre and cloud computing
capacities as well as continued
government  support  through

comprehensive digital policies and
infrastructure upgrades.

In addition, the subsector will be
fuelled by higher social commerce
activities via various social platforms
as well as subscriptions of over-the-
top media services for e-sports and
entertainment. Major sporting
events such as the 2026 FIFA World
Cup, BWF Thomas and Uber Cup
2026 and the 2026 Commonwealth
Games will increase the number of
subscribers, further boosting the
subsector.

The food and beverages and
accommodation subsector is poised
to expand by 6.6%, in anticipation of
higher visitor arrivals in conjunction
with VM2026 as well as numerous
business and leisure events
nationwide.

The development of Special
Tourism Investment Zones in Johor,
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Malacca, Negeri Sembilan and
Sarawak is expected to attract private
investment and further boost tourism
activities. The zones will showcase
new tourism products focusing on
arts, culture, heritage and natural
attractions.

The utilities subsector is projected
to expand by 1.7%, driven by steady
demand from industrial and
commercial users for electricity and
water services. This is in tandem with
the increase in industrial production
activities to meet domestic and
external demand.

The other services subsector is
projected to rise by 4.6%, driven by
private health and education
segments. In particular, Malaysia
Year of Medical Tourism 2026
initiative, emphasising affordability
and high-quality healthcare services

will —attract more healthcare
travellers.
The healthcare industry will

continue to focus on a targeted
marketing campaign, particularly in
China, India and Indonesia.
Meanwhile, private education is
expected to remain robust, anchored
by ongoing initiatives to draw in
students such as through educational
tourism, foreign partnerships and
mobility programmes.

The government services
subsector is forecast to record a
growth of 6.8% in 2026 attributed to
the implementation of salary
adjustment under Phase 2 of the
SSPA.

Expenditure on supplies and
services is expected to remain steady
following commencement of the 13th
Malaysia Plan, 2026-30.

__1 NEWS

Manufacturing
outlook stays
strong in 2026

KUALA LUMPUR: The growth in the
domestic manufacturing sector is
projected to remain steady at 3% in
2026, supported by both export- and
domestic-oriented industries.

The broader gains from the global
technology upcycle are anticipated to
continue supporting export-oriented
industries, particularly those involved
in  semiconductor  production,
electronics manufacturing, and high-
value component assembly.

The report said the domestic E&E
cluster is expected to remain the key
driver, with sustained growth across
semiconductor products, particularly
in the chips segment, following
robust demand for Al applications
and digitalisation.

These developments will further
elevate growth prospects and
strengthen Malaysia’s position in the
global E&E supply chain, the report
noted.

Meanwhile, domestic-oriented
industries will continue to be supported
by higher output, underpinned by
stable investment and consumption
activities,  alongside  concerted
government efforts to boost local
production capacity, strengthen supply
chains, and encourage the use of locally
sourced materials.

A surge in visitor arrivals and rising
gastronomic activities are expected to
increase output in the consumer
goods segment, particularly in food
and beverages, supported by higher
domestic spending and strong
tourism-related demand.

Furthermore, Phase 2 of the Public
Service  Remuneration  System
implementation is anticipated to
boost household spending.

The transport-related industries
will also benefit from increasing
logistics and travel activities, it
said.

Domestic demand, prlvate consumptlon and investment to stay robust

KUALA LUMPUR: Domestic demand

is expected to register a growth of
5.4% in 2026, steered by sustained

private sector expenditure at 5.7%.

The strong consumption and
investment activities will keep the
private sector’s contribution
significant at 4.5 ppt to GDP growth.

Meanwhile, public expenditure is
anticipated to rise by 4.4%,
contributing 0.8 ppt to overall
growth.

According to the report, sustained
income growth and favourable
employment prospects will drive a
5.1% growth in private consumption.

In addition, spillover effects from
the implementation of Phase 2 of the
SSPA, STR, and Budi Madani RON95
(BUD195) targeted subsidy program
are expected to provide further
impetus to household spending,
particularly among lower- and
middle-income groups.

Consumer spending will also be
stimulated by higher tourism-related
activities alongside major national
and international events, including
VM2026 and MAHA 2026, as well as
the 2026 FIFA World Cup and the BWF
Thomas & Uber Cup 2026.

Moving on, the report said private
investment is anticipated to register a
growth rate of 7.8% in 2026, driven by

L

increased capital spending on
structures, machinery, and equipment
in  technology-intensive  manu-
facturing and services sectors.

A large volume of approved
investments is expected to be
realised, particularly in semicon-
ductors, renewable energy, and data
centres.

This outlook is reinforced by the
strong implementation track record,

Private sector expansion, r|smg incomes and maJor natlonal prOJects set to anchor
Malaysia's growth momentum. — UNSPLASH PIX

with the execution of 85.1% of
manufacturing projects approved
between 2021 and June 2025.

Externally, the report said strong
global demand for E&E, coupled with
automation and digitalisation is
expected to further stimulate
investment in high-value and
innovation-led activities.

At the same time, ongoing
initiatives such as GEAR-UP and the

rollout of national masterplans will
strengthen investor confidence and
Malaysia’'s position as a competitive
investment destination.

Public consumption is projected to
grow by 3.2% in 2026, primarily driven
by increased spending on
emoluments  following  salary
adjustment under Phase 2 of the
SSPA.

Expenditure on supplies and
services is expected to remain steady,
ensuring the continued delivery of
essential public services while
aligning with the government’s fiscal
discipline and value-for-money
principles.

Public investment is anticipated to
expand by 7.3% in 2026, mainly
driven by increased capital spending
by public corporations, which are
estimated to account for about 70% of
total public investment.

According to the report, growth
will be further underpinned by key
developments in strategic sectors
including utilities, energy, and
transportation, to support economic
resilience and future growth.

This includes projects to enhance
electricity generation capacity and
upgrade railway networks and public
transport systems.

Public investment is also expected

to gain momentum in the first year of
the 13th MP, driven by the
implementation of new people-
centric projects aimed at improving
public well-being such as the
construction of a cancer centre in the
northern region, the upgrading of Miri
airport terminal, and a program to
strengthen national food security.

These initiatives will be supported
by GLICs" strategic investments in
priority sectors.

The report said public investment
activities will continue to strengthen
the national development agenda
and promote inclusive, sustainable
growth.

Furthermore, the report predicts
that GNI will increase by 5.3% to
RM2,064.2 billion in 2026 at current
prices.

The share of GNS as a percentage
of GNI remains high at 22.9%,
primarily contributed by the private
sector savings.

Meanwhile, total investment is
expected to increase by 6.2% to
RM450.5 billion and account for 21.8%
of GNI.

The savings-investment gap is
expected to record a surplus of
RM23.2 billion, or 1.1% of GNI,
providing ample liquidity for long-
term productive investment.
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SELANGOR MEANS BUSINESS ... The Selangor International Business Summit 2025 opened at the Kuala Lumpur
Convention Centre on Wednesday, bringing together more than 700 exhibitors and 50,000 visitors over four days. The opening
ceremony was graced by the Raja Muda of Selangor Tengku Amir Shah Ibni Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah (centre). Others are
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Energy Transition and Water Transformation Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof (second, left),
Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari (second, right), Selangor State Executive Councillor for Investment, Trade and
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HEALTHY PARTNERSHIP ... AIA Malaysia on Wednesday announced a
strategic partnership with Big Caring Group, welcoming one of Malaysia's
leading pharmacy chains into its growing network of healthcare
collaborators. The collaboration introduces a full suite of digital health
services exclusively on the AIA+ mobile application to enhance healthcare
accessibility and convenience for customers. Marking the strategic
partnership are AIA Malaysia chief corporate solutions and healthcare officer
Tung Hsiao Ley (left) and Big Caring Group CEO Lee Meng Chuan.

Mobility Ng Sze Han (right) and Selangor State Secretary Datuk Dr Ahmad Fadzli Ahmad Tajuddin (left).

SUSTAINABLE MINING ... Tin miner and metal producer Malaysia Smelting Corporation Bhd on
Wednesday announced that 80%-owned subsidiary Rahman Hydraulic Tin Sdn Bhd won the Best
Practices in Metallic Minerals Mining Award at the 4th Asean Mineral Awards 2025 held in Vientiane,
Laos. The awards aim to recognise excellence in environmentally and socially sustainable mineral
development across Southeast Asia. Rahman Hydraulic Tin executive director and senior general
manager Madzlan Zam and environmental manager Mohd Azmizan Sulaiman represented the
company at the award presentation ceremony.

PRESS CONFERENCE

OASIS HARVEST CORPORATION BERHAD

AND

RESOUNDING APPROVAL ... Oasis Harvest Corporation Bhd announced on Wednesday that
shareholders resoundingly approved - with over 99.99% votes in favour - the company’s proposed
acquisition of Metta Food & Lifestyle Sdn Bhd, the operator of the renowned De.Wan 1958 by Chef
Wan and Cafe Chef Wan brands, for a total cash consideration of RM30.8 million. From left: Oasis
Harvest non-independent executive director Datuk Seri Tan Ooi Han and executive director Ch'ng Eu
Vern, DeWan 1958 by Chef Wan and Cafe Chef Wan brands co-founder Datuk Dr Redzuawan Ismail
(Chef Wan) and Metta Food & Lifestyle director Andre Shum.

- VR

POWER-FUL SENSOR ... NanoMalaysia Bhd, an agency under the Ministry of Science, Technology
and Innovation (Mosti), in collaboration with Enhance Track Sdn Bhd and Universiti Tenaga Nasional,
officially launched its Wireless-Powered IoT Battery Water Level Sensor System during the National
Innovation and Commercialisation Expo 2025 at World Trade Centre, Kuala Lumpur, on Thursday. From
left: Mosti secretary-general Datuk Seri Hasnol Zam Zam Ahmad, Science, Technology and Innovation
Minister Chang Lih Kang, Enhance Track managing director Dr Benedict Foo and Mosti deputy
secretary-general (planning and science enculturation) Ruziah Shafei.
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IN THE FAST LANE ... Touch'n Go Sdn Bhd in collaboration with STAR Systems International has
successfully demonstrated Malaysia’s multi-lane fast flow (MLFF) proof of concept tolling system,
marking a significant step towards barrier-free and smoother travel for motorists. An MLFF knowledge-
sharing session was held for stakeholders and industry partners on how global tolling technology
integrates with Malaysia's payments ecosystem, Touch 'n Go said in a statement. Picture shows Touch'n
Go CEO Praba Sangarajoo (right) presenting a token of appreciation to STAR Systems International CEO
Robert Karr at the knowledge-sharing session.
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FIRST RESPONDER RIDES ... Housing and Local Government Minister Nga Kor Ming viewing a pair of HUGE HAUL ... A police officer arranging a portron of about 375kg of methamphetamrne and 11kg of = .
motorcycles from the Fire and Rescue Department at the Malaysia World Habitat Day launch event at  heroin worth approximately RM12.9 million that was seized from a vehicle on the North-South Expressway LOVELY LANTERNS «e A mMan arranges items at a shop selling Mid-Autumn Festrval decorations and  COZY CANINE ... Lies|, a blind rescue dog, sleeps during a pet blessing ceremony at a mall in Quezon City,
Semarak Hall in Cyberjaya. - ADIB RAWI YAHYA/THESUN near Slim River in Perak. - BERNAMAPIC goods at the Old Quarter in Hanoi, Vietnam. — AFPPIC Metro Manila in the Philippines. — REUTERSPIC
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GRACIOUS GREETING «ee Prime I\/lrmster Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim accompanies his Pakistani g i . ) b .
counterpart Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif during an official welcome at the Perdana Putra Complex in ~ TRIUMPHANT RETURN ... A crowd gathers to celebrate the arrrval of 23 Malaysian volunteers who were detained and deported bylsraelrforces fortherrpartrcrpatron in th